         THE PLASTIC RECYCLING 
 

                   EDUCATION TRAILER

Cerritos College Plastics Recycling Trailer is proud to be part of the statewide public education campaign to motivate consumers to recycle plastic containers.   The team has included the the California Integrated Waste Management Board (CIWMB) and their sponsors, California Beer and Beverage Distributors, the California/Nevada Soft Drink Association, the Dairy Institute of California, and Cerritos College. 

      BACKGROUND INFORMATION
   
The Plastics Recycling Trailer functions as a “classroom-on-wheels” providing information about ecological issues of plastics and actually performs “on-site” plastics recycling.  The trailer is intended to visit Schools K-12, County Fairs, Trade Shows and activities throughout the local region. 

The Plastics Recycling Trailer is the concept of Terry Price, Department Chairman of the College’s Plastics Department.  “This educational tool makes the recycling process come alive for everyone.”  

A partnership was formed with the American Plastics Council (APC), the Western Plastic Pioneers, the Society of the Plastics Industry (SPI), and the Society of Plastics Engineers (SPE) to bring the trailer concept to reality.  The Trailer debuted at the SPI Western Plastics Processors Forum in Coronado, CA.  Since its beginning, others have recognized its potential, leading pro-active sponsors ranging from Arburg (injection molder) and Conair (auxiliary equipment) to participate.  Special funding was also provided by Universal Plastifab, Inc. and Coatings Resources.

The Trailer has already been demonstrated at the Los Angeles Convention Center, Anaheim Convention Center, and Long Beach Convention Center.

Recently the Trailer took part in the APC Recycling Education Event at the Sacramento and Los Angeles Zoo’s and the 17th Annual California Coastal Cleanup Day, in Long Beach, CA.
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The Plastics Recycling Trailer would not be possible without the help of our Partners and Sponsors

[image: image4.wmf]
  (   Partners:
[image: image5.png]



 
American 

 
Plastics 


Council

[image: image6.wmf]

Society of the


 Plastics Industry

[image: image7.png]




Western 


Plastic 


Pioneers

[image: image8.png]




Society of 


Plastics Engineers

[image: image9.png]R
o

v
4
4,

3

Ame!'ican
Plastics
Councile




  (   Sponsors:
[image: image10.wmf]

Arburg

[image: image11.wmf]

Conair

[image: image12.wmf]
Universal 


Plastifab, Inc.

[image: image13.wmf]
 Coatings Resources

   Cerritos College  .  

[image: image14.png]



From: 
  “waste”

to: 
  “PArts”
THE PLASTIC RECYCLING 

EDUCATION TRAILER

[image: image15.png]_ , Video/ Computer
Main Production Space: & Projector

In‘iection Molder,
Blow Molder
Extruder

Grinder Pelletizer

Presentation Area

2
" ' .
PR
2L
==
pe /
g !
.




[image: image16.png]40’




[image: image17.png]



[image: image18.wmf] 


[image: image19.wmf] 
An “Industry-Education Partnership” In-Action

  PLASTICS MANUFACTURING TECHNOLOGY

                   (562) 860-2451, ext. 2927
         THE PLASTIC RECYCLING 
 

                   EDUCATION TRAILER

The Plastics Recycling Trailer demonstrates recycling of plastic bottles, beverage containers, milk, juice and water containers.  Experience the recycling process “first-hand” and participate by bringing clean, waste products to be recycled. Make this interactive trailer part of your recycling education experience.

[image: image20.wmf]The Trailer provides educational opportunity through: (1) audiovisual  materials, both video and visual aids, (2) actual demonstration equipment, (3) literature on: crafts created from plastic containers, steps of recycling plastic bottles, careers in plastics, plastics education, and reference materials.

                 WASTE STREAM
   
 We invite the attendees to collect, clean and bring used plastic containers from their homes.  These clean, dry materials are collected and sorted by the plastic recycling code ID symbols label on the base of the container.
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             STEPS IN RECYCLING
   
The Plastics Recycling Education Trailer will take you through the steps of the recycling process; from identifying plastics, to grinding and processing parts.   

   1.       GRINDING OPERATION
   
Plastic containers are put into a grinding machine.  The grinding machine reduces the plastic bottles into plastic “flakes” for reprocessing.

    2.              PELLITIZING 
   
The plastic “flakes” can be fed into an Extrusion machine which melts the plastic, forces it through a die, and comes out in long “spaghetti-like” strands.  The strands are cooled and ran through a pelletizer.  A blade cuts the strands into small pieces called “pellets”.  


   3.        MATERIAL DRYING
   
These pellets are conveyed by a vacuum loader into a dryer unit which removes the excess moisture for producing optimum parts.  

   4.       PRODUCING PARTS
   
Conditioned plastic pellets are fed into the hopper of the Injection Molder.  The pellets are melted and put under pressure in the molder.  The molten plastic is then forced into the mold, cooled, and then when the mold opens the part is collected and ready for distribution.




            TRAILER SCHEDULING
   
Make this interactive trailer the highlight of your next event.  Don’t miss out on scheduling the Plastics Recycling Trailer for your School, Civic Event, or Conference.  Reservations accepted now for 2001 - 2002.  For rental rates and information contact (562) 860-2451 ext. 2927.
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Cerritos College


Plastics Mfg. Technology


11110 Alondra Blvd., Rm. ME-1


Norwalk, CA 90650-9973





  We’re on the web 


www.cerritos.edu/mt/





The Plastics Education Recycling Trailer








